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Proving lives can change




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date:  December 12, 2008
Contact: Suzie Colby, Public Relations & Development Director
Phone:  (760) 230-6305   Mobile:  (760) 815-4111  Email:  scolby@crcncc.org
Locals Stepping Up to Save 26th Annual Holiday Baskets Program

Distribution Set for December 19, 20, & 21

Community Resource Center’s 26th Annual Holiday Baskets Program is the largest comprehensive holiday distribution program of its kind in San Diego County, and like many charitable programs, it has seen drops in donations this season and increases in need.  The next few days will mark the final opportunity for organizers to fill in donation gaps for the program before doors open for distribution on December 19, 20, and 21.    

Hundreds of volunteers are still transforming the Grandstands at the Del Mar Fairgrounds into a 20,000 square-foot shopping warehouse so that a record 1,200 low-income families can experience “free” holiday shopping this season.  Eligible North County families will fill their shopping carts or “baskets” with donated turkeys, staple foods, blankets, clothing, toys, and much more.  

Despite shortfalls in donations earlier this month, organizers have been uplifted by last-minute collections organized by individuals and families.  “People in this community always come through to help their neighbors,” says Laurin Pause, Community Resource Center (CRC) Executive Director.  “This weekend and the days leading up to distribution will be key.  If individuals keep stepping up to help, we’re going to make it,” says Pause.  Organizers have not yet reached distribution amounts needed for Food, Blankets, Toys, Jackets, Baby Items, but individual drop offs are beginning to make a dent.  Bike donations for children are also at an all-time low as organizers focus on basic needs.
December 13 & 14:    Final set up weekend.  10AM – 4PM for set up, sorting, and donation drop off.  December 15-18 – weekday set up 3-7PM.
December 18:  Dignitaries at pre-event tour from 6PM to 7:30PM.

December 19, 20, 21:  Distribution Days.  10-6 on Sat/Sun and 4-8 on Friday.
Those interested in donating items to Holiday Baskets should contact Suzie Colby of Community Resource Center at 760-230-6305.   For online donations, volunteer opportunities, and other information, please go to www.crcncc.org
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